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Stevens, delegate from Washington Territory, was made chairman;
and Corcoran's banker friend, George W. Riggs of Washington, D.C.,
was treasurer.
Stevens took active charge of Breckinridge's campaign with the aid
of M. W. Cluskey, prolific political writer. They settled down in a
spacious private house in Washington at Number 28 Four and a Half
Street where an entire floor was placed at their disposal. This committee
likewise prepared an address, arguing that the South had been de-
frauded and forced to withdraw from the Douglas convention when
duly chosen delegates were refused admission. It followed this with a
series of pamphlets including speeches and other expositions of the
"Great Issue." "Shall the constitution and the union stand or fall?
Shall sectionalism triumph?" Only calamity would follow the success
of the corrupt and extravagant Republicans. Breckinridge and Lane
were the truly conservative, constitutional, and national candidates.5
Their national committee had the support of the administration,
which was early announced. A Washington rally was staged July 10,
and at its close a crowd marched to the White House and heard an
address by Buchanan, now contemptuously referred to by his enemies
as "Old Venison" rather than "Old Buck." He told them that neither
nomination was regular, and that all Democrats were free to make their
own choices. He chose Breckinridge and Lane and added some remarks
that closely resembled his annual message.6 Senator Bigler, with letters
from Buchanan, went to New York to try to raise money in competition
with Belmont.7 Presidential endorsement meant that numerous clerks
in the departments were assigned to the headquarters from time to time
to fold and address the pamphlets.
The Breckinridge men did not have advantages comparable to those
of Douglas among the state organizations. Though they held the loyalty
of most of the slave-state Democrats, they were not entirely successful
even among them. They were to fail in Virginia and Missouri; and in
Texas, where Governor Houston was running for President himself
on a ticket of his own, the ranks were broken. In the free states they
had but few of the machine units. The administration was holding the
Pennsylvania organization fairly well in line. In New York Collector
Schell in Manhattan and Daniel S. Dickinson upstate were trying to